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AskThoseWhoHaveKnowledge

AnotherinterestingattitudethatexistsintheQuranrepeatedly dealswithitsadvicetothe reader. 
TheQuraninformsthereaderaboutdifferentfactsand thengivestheadvice:“Ifyou wanttoknow
moreaboutthisorthat,orifyoudoubtwhatissaid,thenyoushouldask those whohaveknowledg
e.”  Thistooisasurprisingattitude.  Itisnotusualtohaveabook thatcomes fromsomeonewitho
uttrainingingeography,botany,biology,etc.,whodiscussesthese subjectsandthenadvisesthe
readertoaskmenofknowledgeifhedoubtsanything.  Yetin everyagetherehavebeenMuslims
whohavefollowed theadviceoftheQuranandmade surprisingdiscoveries.  If onelookstothe
worksofMuslimscientistsofmanycenturiesago,one willfindthemfullofquotationsfrom the
Quran.  Theseworksstatethattheydidresearchin such aplace,lookingfor something.  And th
ey affirmthatthereasonthey lookedin suchandsucha placewasthattheQuranpointedthemint
hatdirection.

Forexample,theQuranmentionsman’soriginand thentellsthereader,“Researchit!”Itgives t
hereaderahintwheretolookand then statesthatoneshouldfind outmoreaboutit.  Thisis theki
ndofthingthatMuslimstoday largely seem tooverlook-butnotalways,asillustratedin thefollo
wingexample.

Embryology

Afewyearsago,agroupofmeninRiyadh,SaudiArabia collectedalloftheversesinthe Quran wh
ichdiscussembryology -thegrowthofthehumanbeinginthewomb.  Theysaid, “Hereiswhatth
eQuran says.  Isitthetruth?”Inessence,they tooktheadviceof theQuran:“Ask themenwhokn
ow.”Theychose,asithappened,anon-Muslimwhoisaprofessorof embryologyattheUniversity
ofToronto.  HisnameisKeithMoore,andheistheauthorof textbooksonembryology -aworld ex
pertonthesubject.  TheyinvitedhimtoRiyadhandsaid, “ThisiswhattheQuran saysaboutyour
subject.  Isittrue?  Whatcanyoutellus?”

WhilehewasinRiyadh,they gavehimallthehelpthatheneededintranslationandallofthe coope
rationforwhichheasked.  Andhewassosurprisedatwhathefound thathechanged histextbook
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s.  Infact,inthesecondeditionofoneofhisbooks,calledBeforeWeAreBorn... in thesectionabo
utthehistoryofembryology,heincludedsomematerialthatwasnotinthefirst editionbecauseof
whathefoundintheQuranwasaheadofitstimeandthatthosewho believeintheQuranknowwhat
otherpeopledonotknow.

I had thepleasureofinterviewingDr.  KeithMooreforatelevisionpresentation,andwetalkeda g
reatdealaboutthis-itwasillustratedbyslidesandsoon.  Hementionedthatsomeof the thingsth
attheQuran statesaboutthegrowthofthehumanbeingwerenotknownuntilthirty yearsago.  In
fact,hesaidthatoneiteminparticular-theQuran’sdescriptionofthehuman beingasa“leech-li
keclot”(‘alaqah)[Quran40:67]-wasnewtohim;butwhenhecheckedonit,hefoundthatitwastru
e,andsohe addedittohisbook.  Hesaid,“I neverthoughtof thatbefore,”andhewenttothezoolo
gy departmentandaskedforapictureofaleech.  Whenhefound thatitlookedjustlikethe hum
anembryo,hedecided toincludebothpicturesinoneofhistextbooks.

Althoughtheaforementionedexampleofmanresearchinginformationcontainedinthe Qurand
ealswithanon-Muslim,itisstillvalidbecauseheisoneofthosewhoisknowledgeable inthesubjec
tbeingresearched.  Hadsomelaymanclaimed thatwhattheQuran saysabout embryology ist
rue,thenonewouldnotnecessarily havetoaccepthisword.  However, becauseof thehighposi
tion,respect,andesteemmangives to scholars,onenaturally assumes thatif they researchas
ubjectandarriveata conclusionbasedonthatresearch,thenthe conclusion isvalid.

Skeptic’sReaction

Dr.  Moorealsowroteabook onclinicalembryology,andwhenhepresentedthisinformation in
Toronto,itcausedquiteastirthroughoutCanada.  Itwasonthefrontpagesofsomeofthe newsp
apersacrossCanada,andsomeof theheadlineswerequitefunny.  Forinstance,one headline
read:“SURPRISINGTHINGFOUNDINANCIENTPRAYER BOOK!”Itseemsobviousfrom t
hisexamplethatpeopledonotclearlyunderstandwhatitisallabout.  Asamatteroffact,one news
paperreporterasked ProfessorMoore,“Don’tyouthink thatmaybetheArabsmighthave know
naboutthesethings-thedescriptionof theembryo,itsappearanceandhowitchanges andgrow
s?  Maybethey werenotscientists,maybetheydid some crude dissections on theirown-car
veduppeopleand examined thesethings.”Theprofessorimmediately pointedout tohim that
he[i.e.,thereporter] hadmissedavery importantpoint-allof theslidesof the embryothathadb
een shownandthathadbeenprojectedinthefilm had comefrom picturestakenthroughamicro
scope.  Hesaid,“Itdoesnotmatterifsomeonehadtried to discoverembryologyfourteencenturi
esago.  Theycouldnothaveseenit!”

Allof thedescriptionsintheQuranof theappearanceof theembryoareof theitem whenitis still
toosmalltoseewiththeeye;therefore,oneneedsamicroscopetoseeit.  Sincesucha devicehad
only beenaroundforlittlemorethantwohundredyears,Dr.  Mooretaunted, “Maybefourteence
nturiesagosomeonesecretly hadamicroscopeanddid thisresearch, makingnomistakesany
where.  ThenhesomehowtaughtMuhammad, may the mercy and blessings of God be
upon him,and convincedhim toputthisinformationinhisbook.  Thenhedestroyedhisequipm
entandkeptitasecret forever.  Doyoubelievethat?  Youreally shouldnotunlessyoubringsom
eproofbecauseitis sucharidiculoustheory.”Infact,whenhewasasked,“Howdoyouexplainthisi
nformationin theQuran?”Dr.  Moore’sreplywas,“Itcouldonlyhavebeendivinely revealed!”



Geology

OneofProfessorMoore’scolleagues,MarshallJohnson,dealsextensively withgeology atthe
University ofToronto.  HebecameveryinterestedinthefactthattheQuran’sstatementsabout e
mbryologyareaccurate,andsoheaskedMuslimstocollecteverythingcontainedinthe Quranwh
ichdealswithhisspecialty.  Againpeoplewereverysurprisedatthe accuracy of the findings.  Si
nce thereareavastnumber of subjectsdiscussedintheQuran,itwould certainly requirealarge
amountoftimetoexhausteach subject.  Itsufficesforthepurposeof thisdiscussiontostate thatt
heQuranmakesveryclearand concise and correctstatementsaboutvarioussubjectswhile si
multaneouslyadvisingthereadertoverify theauthenticity of thesestatementswithresearch by
scholarsinthosesubjects.  Andasillustratedby thepreviousexamplesofembryologyand geol
ogy,theQuranhasclearlyemergedauthentic. 
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